












• Linguists are not ethnographers

• But they can still describe their impressions 
of community attitudes toward

• Their language

• Recordings of their language

• Researchers

• They can also describe their understanding 
of their relationship with the community

Community attitudes
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• Common participant metadata includes: 
name, age, languages, life history, etc.

• What about individual attitudes towards

• Native language

• Research

• Ownership of knowledge and recordings

• In the absence of community consensus, 
such information could be quite valuable 

Documenting consultants
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• How was contact made?

• How was consent obtained?

• How were speakers compensated?

• The ways that things “should” be done is 
independent from how they were done

Documenting methods
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• Ultimately categories like open and restricted
derive from some broad set of principles

• Restrictions can derive from

• Researcher desire for control

• Individual sensitivities

• Community desire to protect heritage

• ...

• Principles for setting restrictions should be 
documented to facilitate recategorization

Operationalization
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• In general, individuals should have access to 
resources they have a legitimate interest in

• Restrictions on materials are more likely to 
harm speakers than researchers

• Meta documentation of community 
contact, individual attitudes, and research 
methods will help ensure future access

• The path forward is not as clear as before, 
but detailed meta documentation will help 
us move forward

Principles
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