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Why Filemaker Pro
Special needs of our project

● Mac environment (but Windows compatible)

● Complex data (cognate relationships)

● Collaborative data entry

● Need for flexible structure

● Controlled data entry

● Low tolerance for complex technology
● Special characters

● Need for complex custom sort order



Complex data



Why Filemaker Pro is good practice

● Supports interchangeable data formats

– Excel

– ODBC/JDBC

● Supports export of archivable formats

– XML

● Accomodates structured data

● Unicode compliant



Working in Filemaker Pro

● Automatic tracking of data entry and editing

● Controlled data entry

– Dropdown menus from your data

– Autocomplete

– Multiple security/access settings





Working in Filemaker Pro

● Seamless link to metadata



Working in Filemaker Pro

● Container fields

– [Ex. forthcoming: ELAN files, .wav files]



Collaboration

Data interchange

● Export/import of Excel files.

– Excel is often a familiar environment to native
speaker collaborators, and data can be imported
and exported with ease.

– [Ex.: Shoshoni project FMPro dictionary]



Collaboration
Collaborative data entry

● Web publishing.

– Low budget: Web publishing allows up to 5 people
to enter data simultaneously in a Filemaker Pro web
interface (without copies of FMPro software).

● Networking (more expensive)



Web-based data entry

[Ex. forthcoming: Web interface: example
sentence form]



Presenting your data

Presentation formats

-Excel

-Tab-delimited text

-Other database formats (ODBC)

-Web Publishing

-XML/XSLT

-Printing from Filemaker (self-designed layouts)



Presenting your data

Print layouts in Filemaker: Example



Archiving your data

XML combined with XSLT allows for presentation
options as well as being the archiving format of
choice for digital data.

XMLArchiving Options

● Filemaker's native XML

● Filtered—previous templates

● Filtered—customized



XML Export

Filemaker offers a built-in XML export (App.1).

● Better than proprietary format, such as the
database itself, for archiving purposes

● Structure is not desirable for permanent storage

– individual items not self-tagged

– doesn't handle complex exports transparently
● e.g., cognate root table with associated stem table
(many-to-one)



XML Export

Filtered XML, Existing Templates

The Filemaker Pro website has a library of XSLT
stylesheets which can be used to create
different presentations (these can also function
as 'backup backups', especially print backups).

For example: transformation to basic HTML, PDF,
or text without technological expertise.

http://www.filemaker.com/products/technologies/xslt_library.html



XML Export

Filtered XML, Customized

If you know or are willing to learn XSLT, you can
write your own filter to export your data. This
requires a higher level of knowledge, but can be
extremely powerful and flexible.

[Ex. forthcoming]



XML Export

Other options for creating archivable XML:

● Save in spreadsheet format and transform to
XML from another program (note: 'Save As' not
the same function as 'Export As' Excel)

– NeoOffice and OpenOffice are open source XML-
based word processing suites that provide support
for XML/XSLT import/export functions

● Export to another database format
(ODBC/JDBC, MySQL)



Random follow-up notes
(not your grandma's filemaker)

● Filemaker now provides a conversion tool to
update legacy databases (prior to 7.0).
http://filemaker.com/downloads/pdf/fm8_converting.pdf

● Filemaker provides support for handheld
devices.

– Up to 50 fields in a Filemaker database can be
exported to a handheld and worked on with
automatic user-defined updating.

http://www.filemaker.com/products/fmm/


